PARENTAL / GUARDIAN CONCERNS

Throughout the year there may be questions and concerns that arise pertinent to your child’s progress. If you have a concern, you are encouraged to address the teacher first.  A meeting can be arranged with the teacher where the Administration may or may not be present.  If a follow-up meeting is arranged with the Administration, resolution of the matter raised will involve the teacher, even if the teacher is not present at all meetings.  The goal is to resolve the issues in a climate of mutual respect while maintaining the dignity of all concerned and keeping in mind the best interests of the child.

If the standard forms of communication from the school prove to be inappropriate for parents (ex. English as an Alternate Language – EAL – parents), alternate methods of communication will be pursued to ensure that all parents have a clear understanding of their child’s progress.

REVIEW OF SCHOOL PLAN

The School Plan for Communicating Student Learning will be reviewed and amended as needed by the Principal after consulting with staff and the School Advisory Council. This review will take place in conjunction with the annual updating of the Student Success Plan.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Parents/guardians wishing to review the relevant Provincial Curriculum may download and view them from our school website by selecting the Our School link on the main page of the website. The Halifax Regional Center for Education policy on Student Assessment and Evaluation can be accessed by visiting the Board’s website: www.hrce.ca. 
COMMUNICATING

STUDENT LEARNING

2023-24 CALENDAR
Thurs., Sept. 7
FIRST DAY OF CLASSES

Thurs. Oct. 5   
CURRICULUM NIGHT

Fri., Nov. 17
ASSESSMENT & 

              EVALUATION DAY 

(No classes)

Wed., Nov. 22
FIRST TERM REPORT



CARDS SENT HOME
Thurs., Nov. 23 
AM: PD Day (no classes)

PM: PARENT/TEACHER 

(1:00 – 3:00 p.m.)

(6:00 – 8:00 p.m.)
Mon., Mar. 18 
ASSESSMENT &



EVALUATION DAY



(No classes)

Wed., Apr. 3
SECOND TERM REPORT

CARDS SENT HOME
Thurs., Apr. 4
AM: PD Day (no classes)

PM: PARENT/TEACHER 

(1:00 – 3:00 p.m.)

(6:00 – 8:00 p.m.)
Thurs., June 27
ASSESSMENT &
              

EVALUATION DAY



(No Classes)

Fri., June 28
FINAL REPORT CARD

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
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COMMUNICATING

STUDENT LEARNING

Student learning is a complex endeavour where assessment and communication are part of the same process. We believe that student success depends in part upon the collaborative efforts of all those involved in the education of the child.  Collaboration requires that teachers, students, and parents / guardians share a common understanding of what each student is expected to achieve through their educational experiences, as well as an understanding of where the student is in their learning.  This School Plan will outline how student learning is assessed and communicated.  

At Ross Road School each classroom teacher is a member of a Professional Learning Community (PLC) Team. They meet regularly to identify learning outcomes and plan how they will be addressed and how students will provide evidence of their learning. Teachers share with the students the criteria by which they will be assessed.  They create assessments, interpret evidence of student learning, and make decisions on what steps they need to take to advance further learning.
TOOLS FOR ASSESSMENT& EVALUATION

A variety of assessment strategies are used for assessing student learning. 

-
rubrics / scoring guides - checklists

-
portfolios / work samples

-
models -  presentations - performances
-
oral and/or written  journals  / reports / logs
-
graphic/visual representations - concept maps
- experiments

- tests

- projects (hands-on experiences, technology)

- conferences

- surveys -- observation

- Oral Reading Records

- self-assessment / peer assessment

- questioning 

- school-wide / Provincial assessments

Assessments

Students are continually provided with on-going descriptive feedback to inform them what they are doing well and what they need to do differently to improve performance. 

Teachers distribute a hand-out which informs parents how assessment of learning, assessment for learning, and assessment as learning are linked to maximizing, sustaining and motivating student learning.  

Communication
Teachers use a range, of methods to communicate information about how student learning is developing:
-
Class newsletters
-
e-mails

-
phone calls

-
projects / assignments

-
classroom websites

-
parent / teacher conferences

-
rubrics

-
communication books /  notes

-
special events and performances

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS

The school year is organized into three terms, each of which concludes with a progress report.
(November, April, June).
HRCE report cards provide a Learner Profile as well as a clear summary about students’ achievement of outcomes with
Developmental Codes for Term 1:
WD: Well Developed

D: Developing as Expected

ND:  Needs Development

INS: Insufficient Evidence 
Letter grades for Term 2 and 3:

.




Provincial Curriculum outcomes and expectations which articulate what a student is expected to know, be able to do, and understand, what knowledge, skills and attributes the student will demonstrate by the end of each grade, can be found on our school website, under Our School and For Parents. https://rrd.hrce.ca/ 
Your child’s progress is deserving of focused, private, planned conferences, free of distractions.  Teachers are not able to meet on an impromptu basis, nor are they able to discuss a student’s program or progress during class time. Instructional time includes supervision, duty, as well as the time spent meeting and greeting students. Parents/guardians who would like to meet with the teacher are asked to contact the school/teacher to arrange a time outside of student contact time, by calling the school at 902-462-8340.
STUDENTS REQUIRING 
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

The school is committed to supporting the learning of all students.  Timely intervention is the most effective approach in supporting student learning.
The school has a process for the identification, assessment, and the program planning for students with learning needs. Classroom teachers, resource teachers, and parents may initiate and/or assist in identifying students with learning and/or special needs.  When a student is identified as having learning and/or special needs a referral is made to the Teacher Support Team.
The Teacher Support Team consists of the Principal, Vice-Principal, Speech Language Pathologist, School Psychologist, Resource Teachers, Learning Center Teachers, School Counsellor, School Social Worker, Student Support Worker, Community Outreach Worker, Child and Youth Care Practitioner and Classroom teachers. 

Parents are a part of the Student Planning Team and will be invited to meet to discuss learning profiles, strengths and challenges to inform programming and any intervention or support.  Parents are consulted and written permission is required for any formal individual assessment.  Parents are informed of the results.  The assessment results, along with other information, will be used to make adaptations to the student’s program or develop an Individual Program Plan (IPP) for the student. The student and the parents/guardians as participants of the Student Planning Team will be involved in making adaptations or developing an IPP for the student.
A  The student demonstrates achievement with thorough understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the expected learning outcomes. 





B  The student demonstrates achievement with good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the expected learning outcomes. 











C  The student demonstrates achievement with basic understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the expected learning outcomes. 








D  The student demonstrates achievement with limited understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the expected learning outcomes. 

















